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THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

www.westchiswickgs.org.uk 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Monday 21st February 2022 

 
Held in the Age Concern Hall, Oxford Road North, W4 

7.30pm 
 

MINUTES 
(subject to formal adoption at AGM in 2023) 

 
In Attendance: Marie Rabouhans Chairman 

    Adam O’Neill  Vice Chairman 
    Kate Vicic  Secretary   
    Charlotte Aldridge Treasurer 
    Robert Hare  Webmaster 
    Terry Thorn  Management Committee 
    Don Osborne  Management Committee 
    Paul Hayler  Management Committee (co-opted) 
         

together with 15 other Members and residents. 
Also in attendance: Councillors Joanna Biddolph, Ranjit Gill and Ron Mushiso  

 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

Marie Rabouhans from the Chair welcomed Members and Councillors to our 20th 
AGM. Apologies were received from: Veronica Hunt Lewis, Dave Lewis, Nicky Isard, 
Felictiy Proctor, Jim Frost and Jane Beeston. The Chair paid tribute to long-standing 
member John Aldrdge who had died recently. 

 
2. AGM Minutes 

The Minutes of the previous AGM on 22nd February 2021 were accepted as a true 
record and adopted. 

 
3. Public Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the public meeting of 11th October 2021 were accepted as a true record 
and adopted. 

 
4. Matters Arising (not dealt with elsewhere on the Agenda) 

- The closure of Gunnersbury Station during  matches at the Brentford Stadium was 
raised. This can inconvenience local residents and we discussed the possibility of 
TfL giving passes to local residents for use when the station is exit only. The 
Society is in liaison with the football club and TfL and will put this suggestion to 
them and ask if there are  any proposals that would mitigate the impact on locals. 

- Coucillor Biddulph asked whether residents were aware of any parking or traffic  
problems in the CPZs in local roads as a result of parking for the football matches. 
Some extra cars had been noticed around  the Clayton Hotel. Stilehall Gardens 
residents, the most likely to be inconvenienced had, however, nothing to report. 
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5. Annual Report and Accounts 

The Chairman thanked the Secretary and the Treasurer for preparing the report. The 
Treasurer reported that we had had another quiet year with no member donations and 
hoped for a better year ahead. We had completed the HSBC safeguarding review and 
the bank were now charging a £5 fee per month for each account which, with our 
small funds, is very high. However as it is likely a tactic to deter small organisations like 
ourselves  we would probably have to go with it for now. We have retained two 
memberships for which subs are paid – HACAN and The London Forum. We had had 
a good year financially with outgoings and income more or less balanced. The everyday 
account currently contains £1503 and the campaign account, £298.  
 
The Treasurer reported that the Accounts had been verified. 
 
Paul Hayler proposed and Stephanie Lang seconded and the Annual Report including 
the Accounts was duly adopted. 

 
6. Matters Arising from the Annual Report 2021 

None. 
 

7. Election of Officers and Committee 
All four honorary officers were willing to stand for re-election: 
 
Chairman  Marie Rabouhans (Silver Crescent) 
Vice-Chairman Adam O’Neill  (Cambridge Road North) 
Treasurer  Charlotte Aldridge (Thorney Hedge Road) 
Secretary  Kate Vicic  (Grosvenor Road) 
 
Their joint re-election was proposed by Ruth Mayorcas, seconded by Paul Hayler and 
they were duly re-elected. 
 
All members of the Management  Committee were willing to stand for re-election: 
 
Webmaster   Robert Hare  (Grosvenor Road) 
Management Committee Terry Thorn  (Thorney Hedge Road) 
Management Committee Don Osborne  (Arlington Gardens) 
 
They was proposed by Vivien Yule, seconded by Jeremy Cuss and they were duly re-
elected.  
In addition Paul Hayler had been co-opted to the the Management Committee in 
November. His election to the Committee  was proposed by Charlotte Aldridge and 
seconded by Adam O’Neill. He was duly elected. 
The Chairman asked for members to consider joining the committee. 

 
8. Development and Planning Policy 

- Our website is now up to date with respect to development. Planning 
development is  divided with applications grouped for convenience into an eastern 
area covering developments east of the Chiswick Roundabout and including those in 
Chiswick Town Centre and a western area – covering developments at or near the 
Chiswick Roundabout, including those in Power Road, and those between the roundabout 
and Kew Bridge, including Capital Interchange Way and Lionel Road South.  

- Further consultatios will take place on the Local Plan Reviews. The Chairman 
will follow up and report on these later. 
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The Chairman raised the planning application for the Shurguard building at 266-270 
Gunnersbury Avenue. This application is going to the planning committee on 3rd 
March. It has been recommended for approval by the planning officers. The Chairman 
commented that is is a large, metal shed that will be sited with its frontage on 
Gunnersbury Avenue but with the building extending deep into Power Road, site of 
some art-deco buildings. The facility will only employ three to four people compared to 
around 170 in the previous office block. The structure will dominate the area and its 
locally listed, low-rise buildings. The  context for such a tall structure was claimed to be  
the approval of a higher building on the neighbouring site at 250 Gunnersbury Avenue: 
this was unlikely to  be built now. The Society’s comments are on the website and the 
Chair requested that as many members as possible write to the planning department to 
object on the grounds of the inappropriate size and design of the structure in relation 
to its locality. The Chair noted that Shurguard buildings are generally  much lower than 
this one which is due to be 8 storeys (28 m) . [PMN: The Society Chairman spoke in 
objection at the meeting of the Planning Committee on 3rd  March 2022. She emphasised that, while 
the Power Road estate had been included within the boundary of the Great West Corridor in the Local 
Plan Review, both it's position beyond the main artery of the corridor and its special low-rise and fine-
grained character had been recognised throughout the Review process. The Council's vision was of a 
strengthened Power Road as an employment location and an enhanced hub for creative industries. To 
achieve this objective it recognised that it would be essential to retain and enhance the character and 
‘creative feel’ of the area. The application was approved, despite it being in conflict with the Council’s 
aspirations for Power Road  and despite it representing a loss of employment.] 

9. AOB 
- Ruth Mayorcas raised the issue of Kew Bridge. This is not in our patch but is a 

major route that links with our patch. It has recently been turned into a 4-lane road 
with narrow pavement on one side and shared-use cycling and walking on the east 
side. Problems are arising from the shared use. She has raised the issue with TfL, 
mentioning that as this is the approach to a World Heritage Site greater attention 
should be paid to how it is used but that currently bus users and cyclists are finding 
it tricly to use and walkers are also disadvantaged. Many people are using this route 
to access Kew Gardens having arrived by train on the north side of the river. 
Changes should be made to better facilitate pedestrian and cycle use. The Chair will 
raise the issue with other local groups (SoTG, Kew Society etc) to get their 
feedback. Councillor Biddulph confirmed that another Councillor (Giles) was also 
campaigning on this issue. 

- Terry Thorn raised the problem of unsolicited mail and emails  and the potential 
dangers of being scammed. A local Gunnersbury association has sent out messages 
about local services. Mr Thorn warned of the danger of following up on offers by 
unknown providers. 

- Ruth Mayorcas confirmed that SmithKline Beecham is closing its offices on the 
Great West Road leaving a large, empty building that was purpose built for GSK. 

- Councillor Ron Mushiso asked members to consider joining the  regular litterpick 
around Turnham Green. The next one is due on 27th February and he is looking 
for new members for his team. The Chair commented that we, too, have previously 
organised a litterpick that was more on our patch, along the west end of the High 
Street towards Chiswick Roundabout and that a spring one was planned. She 
suggested making  joint litterpicks and that our members would be duly informed. 

- Sarah Dwyer asked about the future of Empire House on the High Road. The 
Chairman described the plans for its development following the  change in 
ownership of the site. The new developer (Great Marlborough Estates) was now 
building the scheme for which Lendlease had obtained approval in 2015. The 
Chiswick High Road frontage including the shops and the tower itself would be the 
last part of the development to be completed, probably in late 2023. 
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- Councillor Mushiso brought up the forthcoming celebrations of the Platinum 
Jubilee of the Queen’s reign. Street parties can be organised to mark this event and 
the Council contacted to get authorisation to close streets where they take place. 
Councillors are also looking into naming local places in honour of this Jubilee.  

 
10. 2001 – Our Space Odyssey 

The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Society started with a protest against the 
Chiswick West scheme 20 years ago. It began as a campaigning organisation and 
continues to be one. 
The Chairman read from previous newsletters to demonstrate the work done by the 
Society over the past 20 years. She highlighted the retention of the parade of shops 
near to Gunnersbury Station and of the Gunnersbury pub as victories won by the 
efforts of the Society working with the Council. The  establishment of the conservation 
areas, something we had initiated and keenly supported, has since helped to protect the 
nature of our patch. The Chairman commented that we have tried to make a difference 
to planning and other issues over the years and often achieved compromise and small 
changes that have made development more bearable.  
Holly House is the next ‘fight’. The massive scheme on the neighbouring B and Q site   
had recently been given approval by the Planning Committee and was now with the 
GLA/Mayor of London. . This would be of significance in considering Holly 
House.We always hope to at least achieve modifications to plans where we consider 
that the proposals  as they stand are not a positive addition to our neighbourhood.  
The Chair reported that she had recently given a presentation to the Chiswick Area 
Forum on the work of the Society. She had emphasised the significance of heritage  
including the promotion of the local list of buildings which we have supported and 
added to. She hoped that we would recommence our heritage walks in the spring to 
bring the interesting local buildings to greater attention. 
The Society’s logo was explained to members who might not know its origin. 
Gunnersbury was a name of Viking origin  (possibly named for – Gunnhild, niece of 
King Cnut/Canute) – one of the few Viking place names in London, hence the long 
ship with our initials on the shields. It signified that we were warriors! 
The Chairman hoped to attract speakers on topics of local interest to future meetings 
and asked members to let her know if they have any suggestions.  

 
Two committee members were singled out for their work by Terry Thorn: Adam 
O’Neill, the vice Chair who has quietly provided exceptional support and Don 
Osborne, a committee member for much of its existence. 

 
11. Date and time of next meeting 

The next public meeting will be held on 13th June 2022.  
Stephanie Lang called for a vote of thanks to committee members and the meeting 
then adjourned to have a celebratory drink at 8.35pm. 

 
 
 
 

 
Signed by the Chairman:  Date: 


