
8 Essex Place, Chiswick W4 5UT 

00418/8/P4 

Comments from the West Chiswick and Gunnersbury Society 

The West Chiswick and Gunnersbury Society considers that sensitive regeneration of this site 

on Essex Place would improve the visual amenity of the area, which is within or on the 

boundary of the Turnham Green Conservation Area. Essex Place Square and Essex Place 

provide a useful pedestrian route between the town centre and Chiswick Park Station and the 

surrounding residential area. Linking with Chiswick Road, Essex Place also provides an 

important pedestrian and cycle route to the western section* of the Chiswick High Road. 

Improvements to the buildings bordering Essex Place and to the public realm would therefore 

be welcome.  

*This area is undergoing intensification of residential development with new schemes, 

conversion of offices and extensions to existing residential buildings under construction (at, 

for example, 500, 510, 512-518 Chiswick High Road).  

The Society is minded to support the proposal provided the following issues can be resolved 

satisfactorily:  

Scale, Height and Massing Such support is based on the understanding that the 

proposed development is less tall than the buildings at 386 - 394 Chiswick High Road 

and will not be visible above them when viewed from Turnham Green. It would thus 

have no negative impact on the Turnham Green Conservation Area.  

We understand that the distance between the proposed and existing buildings at 1st 

floor is only 15.7 m, while the London Plan recommends distances of between 18-21 

metres as a normal benchmark between windows which directly face those of other 

premises, where these give light and outlook to rooms normally occupied during the 

day. 

 We would therefore seek confirmation that the design and massing of the proposed 

development will not give rise to issues of privacy and overlooking for either 

residents at 386 – 394 Chiswick High Road (including the small 1st floor gardens) or 

future residents of the new apartments.  

Use We agree that the ground-floor should be designated for commercial space both 

to retain commercial use, maintain the commercial character of Essex Place and avoid 

poor-quality residential accommodation (with respect to open space, privacy and 

defensible space). In addition to the iron railings proposed, some soft landscaping (in 

tubs or window boxes if space does not allow ground planting) would be welcome. 

Design The current building is orientated with its entrance on the east elevation 

opening onto an open area. The door and windows provide interest and domestic scale 

and help to “soften” the out-of-character, overbearing bulk of Empire House (see 

applicant’s Elevation CC drawings). The proposed building would extend to the site 

boundary, that is, it would infill the western part of the open area. However, the 

eastern part of this open area, which is not part of the application site, would remain. 

The east elevation of the proposed building would therefore be visible and, at 4 

storeys, prominent in views from the corner of Essex Place Square and Essex Place 



(see photos below). Providing an unrelieved, blank façade with no articulation on the 

east elevation is considered unacceptable. We therefore request that suitable changes 

are made to improve the design of this façade. It is noted that this elevation faces the 

rear of the existing building on Essex Place Square, which has no windows. There are 

currently thus no privacy/overlooking issues. We recommend that the proposed east 

elevation is improved by the inclusion of attractively framed windows and other 

decorative features such as contrasting brick courses. We appreciate the reasons for 

the introduction of the cat-slide roof which has led to asymmetry of the upper levels 

of the east elevation. We request that a revised design incorporates elements to assist 

in lessening the visual impact of this asymmetry. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CIL/s106 As can be seen in the above photos, improvements to the wider public realm on the 

corner of Essex Place and Essex Place Square are much needed. Funding for hard and soft 

landscaping and a rationalisation of the car parking would be welcome. 

 

WCGS February 2018 

 

 

 

 

 


