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THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

www.westchiswickgs.org.uk 

 

Annual Report for 2019  

 
1. Meetings 

Apart from the Annual General Meeting, which was held in February, there were 

two open meetings for all Members and residents, held in July and October. In 

addition, there were four meetings of the Management Committee, held in April, 

July, September and December. 

 

At the meeting held in June, our guest speaker was Karen Liebreich of Abundance, 

who gave an illustrated talk on her work in greening up the built environment. There 

was a lively question and answer session afterwards and the audience applauded 

warmly when the Chairman thanked Karen. 

 

At the October open meeting the guest speaker was Janet McNamara of the 

Brentford & Chiswick Local History Society, who gave an illustrated talk on the 

history of Stile Hall.  Janet was also applauded for giving us an insight into the 

origins of an important part of our area.   

 

2. Activities of the Society 

The Society is active in a number of spheres affecting the quality of life of Members 

including planning (building development and planning policy), and environment 

(streets, traffic and public transport) and citizen engagement.  We respond to 

Council consultations or, alternatively, we initiate activities. We also regularly 

encourage our Members to get involved in these consultations. 

 

The Society is an active participant in the bimonthly meetings of the Residents’ 

Association Forum, alongside other residents’ organisations, civic and amenity 

societies within the Borough many of which, like WCGS, are members of the 

informal grouping G15+. We work with fellow G15+ members on issues of mutual 

concern. We attend meetings of the Chiswick Area Forum and also participate in 

specific-issue groups such as the Gunnersbury Station Action Team (GSAT) and 

the Lionel Road Liaison Group (LRLG) concerning the Brentford Football 

Stadium. 

 

 Our Management Committee scrutinises the Council’s list of new planning 

applications and its Pending Decision List week by week and takes action, 

submitting comments etc. on relevant items. We work with the Council’s planning 

officers, other interested bodies, residents and amenity groups and, when possible, 

with the developers themselves. The Society is also represented at various meetings 

of the Hounslow Planning Committee, Inspector’s Inquiries, etc. when matters 

affecting our Members’ interests are being decided. 
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As well as watching out for residents’ interests in these planning matters, the 

Society is also active in promoting the more positive aspects of life on our patch, 

such as a sense of place and history and in improving those amenities which make 

life here more enjoyable.  

    

3.    Major Planning Issues 

 We keep an eye on relatively small developments such as house extensions including 

basements, shop fronts etc. and respond on those which would have a negative impact 

on our Conservation Areas or on residents’ quality of life. In addition, there are always 

some very large developments which could have a profound effect on all our lives. 

Major planning issues of this type we have been addressing during the year are: 

 

• Brentford Football Stadium 

Construction of the stadium and the first phase of its associated residential tower blocks 

is well under way. Completion of the stadium is expected by early summer 2020 in time 

for the 20/21 season.   We are now concerned about the issues of access, traffic and 

crowd control. Possible changes to the Controlled Parking Zones in our area are being 

considered and our Members were urged to participate in the Council’s consultation. A 

Local Area Management Plan is being developed to cover issues, such as crowd control 

and the railway stations. 

 

The Society submitted comment on the final phase of the residential development at 

the Duffy site; the application had not yet been decided. 

  

• The Chiswick Curve 

This is the application to build a 32-storey skyscraper at the Roundabout.  The 

application was refused by the Council. The developers then made an appeal which was 

heard at a public inquiry at which the Society gave evidence.  The Secretary of State 

dismissed the appeal in July.  The developers have now gone to the High Court, seeking 

to quash that decision and remit the appeal to the (new) Secretary of State. 

• Capital Interchange Way; L&Q Citroen site 

This application for the development of 441 residential units, commercial units and a 

nursery in five buildings ranging in height from 12 to18 storeys is going to a public 

inquiry in January, 2020. Our Chairman attended the pre-inquiry meeting in 

September. 

• 1 – 4 Capital Interchange Way 

The application for 420 residential units plus commercial units in three buildings 

between 8 and 16 storeys in height was approved by the Planning Committee in 

September, subject to referral to the Mayor of London. No decision has yet been 

made. 

 

• 396 – 400 Chiswick High Road. (Carpetright & Daniels Beds) 

The Society made some constructive comments about the design of this development, 

while broadly approving of the scheme which has now received planning permission 

and will go ahead. 

 

• Hudson Square (B&Q Site) 

An application for a major development, including a technical showcase, an hotel and 

258 residential units was submitted to the Council. Our Members were urged to 

examine the proposals and comment on them. 
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• Local Plan Review: Great West Corridor (GWC)  

The Society has submitted comments on this longer-term policy document. The Council 

is to submit the review for Examination in Public possibly in the Spring of 2020. 

 

4.   Heritage 

• Conservation Areas 

 The Council reviewed and updated the appraisals for a number of conservation areas 

(CA). The Society participated in this review with respect to the relevant CAs. The 

updated appraisals for Thorney Hedge CA and Wellesley Road CA were adopted by the 

Cabinet in October 2018 and are available on the Council’s website. That for Turnham 

Green is not yet finalised.  The consultation for this latter CA finished on 22nd 

November.  Our Chairman and Vice-Chairman commented on the proposals, which 

include an enlargement of the Conservation Area. 

• Locally Listed Buildings  

The Council adopted and published its updated Local List in September. We were 

pleased to note that most of our recommendations for buildings both within West 

Chiswick and Gunnersbury and within the wider Chiswick area were included in the 

published list.  The number of Locally Listed buildings that are now identified provides 

a clear indication of the quality of the townscape within our area. Members of the 

Society who came together as a heritage team found being engaged in this work both 

fascinating and rewarding. 
 

       5.  Street Environment 

Green Up Gunnersbury Campaign 

The Society is running a campaign to encourage residents and businesses to take pride 

in their neighbourhood and become more actively involved in making Gunnersbury a 

greener, healthier place to live and work. The campaign leaflet was circulated and can 

be downloaded from the Society’s website.  The campaign covers the following aspects:  

 

Persuading residents to green up their front gardens with planting, window boxes etc. 

and where possible to make their drives and forecourts more permeable to water, thus 

decreasing rainwater run-off. 

• Encouraging local businesses to green-up their frontages. 

• Working with the Council. Hounslow Highways and other organisations on 

greening and improvement of the public realm, e.g. trees and street planters 

• Members are invited to put forward ideas for greening up our neighbourhood. 

 

We held a successful Spring Clean Up in March with help from Councillor Ron 

Mushiso. We were pleased that, following discussions with us, TfL have planted wild 

flowers and trees in Gunnersbury Avenue as it completed the road works associated 

with the Power Road Bridge. We celebrated summer by showing photos of attractive 

front gardens, some guerrilla gardening and business premises planters on our website. 

Autumn saw our “Meanwhile Garden” (two large planters) installed on the High Road, 

opposite the entrance to the Chiswick Business Park. These were provided by Cultivate 

London and funded by Abundance. They will be watered and maintained by our 

volunteers. A quantity of bulbs donated by Abundance were planted in late Autumn, 

some in our planters and some in those of local shop keepers; others were planted in 

appropriate public spaces. We look forward to the flowers that will bloom in the Spring. 
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6.        Gunnersbury Station 

Overcrowding, especially during morning peak is still our major concern. We were 

delighted to attend the official opening of the completed footbridge, providing easier 

access from the business park to Chiswick Park station, in January. Anecdotal evidence 

suggests that use of the footbridge is taking some of the pressure off Gunnersbury station. 

However, in the absence of any meeting of the Gunnersbury Station Action Team since 

March we have, as yet, no firm data on bridge or station usage. 

It proved to be surprisingly difficult to get someone to replace the light bulb in the 

alleyway at the back of the station after complaints from some of our Members.  But 

we managed it!  

 

7.        Heathrow.  

The Society responded to the Heathrow Airspace and Future Operations consultation 

in March by submitting comments rather than completing the on-line questionnaire. As 

introduction to our comments we stated:  

“The Society believes that the negative health, quality of life and environmental impacts 

of Heathrow are currently so significant that no further expansion should be permitted. 

We object strongly to the construction of a 3rd Runway and to the proposed 25,000 

extra flights and major changes to flight patterns proposed to operate with the existing 

2 runways by 2022”. 

 

In concluding we added: 

 

“The consultation documents are extremely complex and confusing; they appear to be 

designed so as to deter as many people as possible from responding. The on-line 

questionnaire provides leading questions predicated on increased flights and expansion 

and, as noted above, offers invidious binary choices. It could be summarised as: 

 

(a) When would you prefer to suffer from noise and  

 

(b)  On which communities should Heathrow inflict the most noise misery?” 

 

 

8,         Data Protection 

The Society introduced a Data Protection Policy which effectively guarantees Members 

that their data will not be passed on to any other organisation whatsoever. Details of the 

policy are posted on our website. 

 

9. Social Activities 

There has been a good response to the social events we organised recently. Your 

Committee is keen to organise some more. Notice will be given of forthcoming events 

of this kind.   
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10.       Society Officers and Management Committee 

The Honorary Officers elected at the Annual General Meeting on 5th February, 2019 

were: 

  Chairman  Marie Rabouhans (Silver Crescent) 

  Vice Chairman Adam O’Neill  (Cambridge Road North) 

  Treasurer  Charlotte Aldridge (Thorney Hedge Road)

  Secretary  Don Osborne  (Arlington Gardens) 

 

The following Members were elected or re-elected to the Management Committee: 

Robert Hare                            (Grosvenor Road) 

   Anna Rumian   (Sutton Lane North) 

Sarah Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

Terry Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

Kate Vicic   (Grosvenor Road) 

 

All of the Honorary Officers and Management Committee members, will offer 

themselves for re-election at the AGM on February 10th, 2020 except for Don Osborne 

who is resigning as Hon Secretary after 17 years’ service and Anna Rumian who is 

resigning from the Management Committee 

 

Kate Vicic has offered to stand for election as Hon Secretary at the next AGM. 

     

Any Member who would like more information about serving on the committee 

should approach the Chairman.  We are especially eager to bring younger people 

onto the Committee. 

 

11. Website 

Robert Hare continued to develop the website.  The Conservation section has been 

expanded and updated to provide information concerning Conservation Areas and the 

Local List.  We urge Members to make regular use of this informative and interesting 

facility: http://www.westchiswickgs.org.uk  

 

12. Membership 

Membership now stands at 110 paid-up Members.   

 

13. Treasurer’s report 

The Society continues to be solvent.  Subscription income was down on 2018 

(£815.00), due partly to a slight fall in membership and the fact that more members are 

now paying the unwaged rate. To rectify this we suggest a membership drive in the 

early part of this year, to attract new members and revive lapsed 

membership. Donations were significantly down, which is disappointing in view of the 

very low subscription fees which we have attempted to maintain to date. If we are to 

maintain current membership fees, we need to a) increase our membership and b) 

encourage members to donate at meetings as and when they are in a position to do so.  

Other costs such as venue hire have remained stable.  
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Treasurer’s Annual Statement for 2019 

    As at 31st December, 2019 

 

 DAY-TO-DAY ACCOUNT 

 Opening balance (brought forward from 2018):   £1375.49 

 INCOME 

 Membership subscriptions    735.00 

 Donations from members       10.00 

 Total Income      745.00 

 

 EXPENDITURE 

 Venue Hire      244.00  

 Refreshments (2 main meetings)      83.65 

 Printing (Annual Report)    120.00 

 Postage      115.00 

Stationery         17.48 

 Subscriptions ( HACAN, London Forum)     63.00 

 B/ford and Chisw. Local History Society     50.00 

 Total Expenditure      693.13 

 

 Closing Balance (carried forward to 2020):   £1427.36 

Note: 2 payments not yet debited from a/c 

 Venue Hire Oct and Dec  £72.00 

 Donation to Abundance (6 July) refund to Treasurer £50.00 

 

 

CAMPAIGNS AND CONSERVATION ACCOUNT 

Opening balance (brought forward from 2018):   £376.75 

INCOME 

Members’ campaign donations   77.00 

Total income       77.00 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Printing (Green up Gunnersbury leaflet)  35.00 

Catering for Street clean up volunteers  25.00 

Donation to Hogarth Community Centre           100.00 

Total Expenditure               160.00 

Closing Balance (carried forward to 2020)    £293.75 

 

 

NOTE ON AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 

The accounts kept by the Treasurer are reconciled against monthly statements issued by the 

Society’s banker, HSBC, together with other relevant records.  The Society’s constitution 

requires that the financial records and the Treasurer’s Annual Statement be examined by 2 

Members of the Society who shall provide signed statements that they are satisfied as to their 

accuracy. We are grateful to WCGS members Richard Vinter and Chris Jenks for carrying out 

this duty. 

 

Charlotte Aldridge, Honorary Treasurer          January 2020 
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 14.     Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for 2020 are due by the AGM on February 10th 2020 

 

The subs are being held again this year at £10 per annum (£5 for concessions, ie over-

65’s and the unwaged). 

 

 Cheques to West Chiswick & Gunnersbury Society (or WCGS) either at the AGM or 

by post to the Secretary.  Cash will also be accepted. 

 

NB   Subs can also be paid by Standing Order.  Our bank is HSBC Sort Code 40-02-13  

Account No. 51399306 The West Chiswick & Gunnersbury Society 

To pay during February each year. 

 

Please give your name as the Reference. 

 

However you decide to pay, please fill in the Membership Application Form.  This 

helps us keep track of Members’ contact details.  

 

As the Society has not increased subscriptions since its founding year (2001), the 

committee thinks it is appropriate to discuss future subscription levels at the AGM. We 

need to consider how to maintain a healthy budget from which to operate in forthcoming 

years.  

 

On several occasions during the year, the Management Committee invited Members to 

respond to consultations which required individual responses rather than joint ones 

through the Society.  Our thanks are due to all Members for their interest and support. 

 

 

 

 

    The Secretary WCGS 

18 Arlington Gardens 

London W4 4EY 

 

 

 
 


