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THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

 

Residents Meeting: 24th June, 2019 

Held at Age Concern  Hall, Chiswick W4 

At 7.30 pm 

 

MINUTES 

 

In Attendance: Marie Rabouhans  (Chairman) 

Adam O’Neill  (Vice-Chairman) 

   Don Osborne   (Secretary) 

   Charlotte Aldridge (Treasurer) 

Rob Hare    (Webmaster) 

Anna Rumian  (Management Committee)  

Terry Thorn  (Management Committee) 

Sarah Thorn  (Management Committee) 

 

Together with 23 other Members and Residents. 

 

1. Apologies and Welcome  

Apologies were received from Kate Vicic, William Hammond, Margaret Berger, Paul 

Hayler, Daphne Strachan and Jill Spencer. 

 

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Ron Mushiso, Councillors Jo Biddulph and Ranjit 

Gill having sent their apologies in advance. 

 

2. Minutes of the AGM 

The minutes of the AGM on 4th February, 2019 were accepted as a true record and put 

forward for adoption at the next AGM. . 

 

3. Matters Arising (not elsewhere on the Agenda) 

 

 Gillian Court: A modified application for offices in the garden, with access 

through Age Concern’s drive, had now been recommended for approval despite 

Age Concern’s objections supported by us.  

 1 Arlington Cottages. The application for a house in the garden had been 

approved by the Planning Committee in April. The developer had now submitted 

an application for design changes. 

 Land Outside Gunnersbury Station: Members were pleased to learn that the 

application by Decaux for large LED-lit advertising screens had been dismissed 

by the Planning Inspectorate.. 

 Chiswick Curve: There was as yet no decision from the Secretary of State. 

 Robins & Day Showroom: The application for LED-lit screen windows had been 

. approved. 
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 396-400 Chiswick High Road (Daniel Beds):  Although the Society supported 

this application, with suggested modification of the shop fronts, the planning 

officers were minded to refuse it.   The Chairman expressed the hope that a 

satisfactory scheme could be achieved for this site because of the additional 

planning blight to this part of the High Road. A well-designed building could set a 

good example. 

 

 New Ward Boundaries: Adam O’Neill had examined the population figures 

underlying the proposed changes and made submissions on behalf of the Society. 

There was now a second consultation by the Boundaries Commission. It appeared that 

major changes to the Chiswick ward boundaries were not being proposed. Adam 

undertook to examine and respond, if necessary. 

 

4. Civic Voice 

It was agreed that the Society would apply for Associate Membership of Civic Voice 

at an annual cost of £50, the benefits being part of a wider movement for 

improvement of the built environment. Charlotte Aldridge undertook to take the 

necessary action. 

   

5. Update on Current Planning Issues 

 

 L&Q Citroen Site:  When Hounslow Council indicated their intention to refuse 

the application; it was called in to be determined by the Mayor of London. The 

Mayor approved the application in August 2018, but it was then referred to the 

Secretary of State. It will now be the subject of a Public Inquiry in January, 2020. 

The Society had submitted comment to the Planning Inspectorate and had asked 

to speak at the Inquiry. 

 

 250 Gunnersbury Avenue:  Some committee members had recently met with 

the developer. An application was expected for a building comprising 226 “co-

living” units and two storeys of “co-working” spaces. The proposed building 

would be 11-13 storeys high.  The residential units would  be rented on short lets.  

The Chairman said that residential use on this the site within the designated Power 

Road Industrial Estate Locally Significant Industrial Site (LSIS) should not be 

permitted. Members expressed concerns as to the increased height of the building 

(the previously consented scheme was for an 8-storey building) and to the impact 

on Gunnersbury Station. Society members were urged to submit their comments 

when the application is available. 

 

 Hudson Square: An application was expected following the exhibition held in 

March. The proposals for this large-scale development on the B&Q site include a 

technology showcase (including exhibition space) up to 278 residential units, 

hotel, 350 parking spaces and a public square. 

 

 Advertisements:  In addition to the dismissed appeal for a large digital 

advertising screen on a free-standing structure near Gunnersbury Station (see 
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under Minute 3 above), applications for “Smart Pulse Hubs” on the High   Road 

had been refused. A retrospective application for the large screens on the roof of 

3 Great West Road had also been refused. Members were pleased that action to 

limit the negative impact of advertising in our area was being taken. 

 

 Great West Corridor, Local Plan Review: Final consultation (Reg 19) on the 

review is about to start. A presentation was given at the Chiswick Area Forum.on 

25th June. The Secretary would alert .Society Members when the consultation 

goes live.  All Members are encouraged to examine the documents and respond.  

 

 

6. Brentford Football Stadium;Controlled Parking Zones (CPZ’s): The two CPZ’s 

that would be  affected in our area were West Chiswick and Stile Hall Gardens.  

Consideration was being given to the extension of hours.and days to protect 

residents’ parking  during match times at the stadium when match-goers will seek to 

park in our streets. Consideration also needed to be given to the increase pressure 

from the residents of the associated 900+ units being built. 

 

 Following petitions carried out early in the year, the Society had been in contact with 

Mark Frost and with Friends of Stile Hall (FOSH). Before the Council holds formal 

consultation, it would like to have some idea of what extended hours the residents would 

favour for each of the two CPZs.  Following a discussion of the pros and cons of various 

options it was agreed that   the Society working with.FOSH would  conduct a survey of 

residents’ opinions.  Options for West Chiswick would include 9am to 8pm Monday to 

Friday and 2pm to 4pm on Saturdays and Sundays. The survey would allow for other 

options to be put forward and for respondents to indicate whether they preferred 

extended hours to apply on   match days only or permanently.  It was hoped to host the 

surveys on the WCGs website. 

 

7. Gunnersbury Park Events: Forthcoming events are Lovebox and Citadel on July 

12-14 . Rob Hare undertook to provide the following information on the Society 

website:  

 

Contact:: Community Manager, Jacqueline Sear  Jacquelines.sear@mamaco.com  

07957 187404’ 

Events can also be checked on the Friends  of Gunnersbury Park website 

https://gunnersburyfriends.org.uk  and on  https://gpresidents-eventshub.com/ 

 

Festival Republic/Gunnersville is projected for September 6-8 and 14-15. A planning 

application had been submitted.. 

 

8. HeathrowConsultation: The airport expansion: consultation runs from 18 June to 

13 September. .Details are given on the Society’s website .and in the local media. 

The event for Chiswick will be on Friday, 23 August from 2-8pm at Chiswick Town 

Hall. 

mailto:Jacquelines.sear@mamaco.com
https://gunnersburyfriends.org.uk/
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9. Green Up Gunnersbury Campaign:  We held a successful Spring Clean Up in 

March with help from Councillor Ron Mushiso.  It was hoped that this would not be 

a one-off and that others would follow. We were pleased that, as discussed with TfL, 

it was now planting wild flowers and trees in Gunnersbury Avenue as it completes 

the road works.  

Celebrating Summer Our website shows photos of attractive front gardens, some 

guerilla gardening and business premises putting out planters. We hope that these 

examples within our area will encourage other to participate. 

The “Meanwhile Garden” on Chiswick High Road near the station is going ahead 

with the help of Karen Liebreich. 

 

10. Guest Speaker. 

Karen Liebreich of Abundance gave an illustrated talk on her work in greening up the 

built environment. Karen described some of the many projects Abundance had carried 

out in Chiswick. She explained the concept of the Great West Hedge along the A4 

between Chiswick and Hammersmith.  Suggestions for creating/improving green 

infrastructure were being discussed as part of the launch of London as the world’s 

first National Park City.  https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/parks-

green-spaces-and-biodiversity/london-national-park-city   

Events would be taking place during July. There was a lively question and answer 

session afterwards and the audience applauded warmly when the Chairman thanked 

Karen. 

 

11. Next Public Meeting 

Monday, 28th October 

 

12. Any Other Business 

 

 

Signed by the Chairman:   Date 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/parks-green-spaces-and-biodiversity/london-national-park-city
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/parks-green-spaces-and-biodiversity/london-national-park-city

