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THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

www.westchiswickgs.org.uk 

 

Annual Report for 2018  

 
1. Meetings 

Apart from the Annual General Meeting, which was held in February, there were 

two open meetings for all Members and residents, held in July and October. In 

addition, there were four meetings of the Management Committee, held in April, 

July, September and December. 

 

At the meeting held in October, Members enjoyed an illustrated talk given by 

Martin Case of Air Quality Brentford on the actions taken by AQB to improve air 

quality, including planting trees, shrubs and other greenery.  The parallel with our 

own campaign to Green Up Gunnersbury was clear to our audience, who warmly 

applauded Mr Case. 

 

2. Activities of the Society 

The Society is active in a number of spheres affecting the quality of life of Members 

including planning (building development and planning policy), and environment 

(streets, traffic and public transport) and citizen engagement.  We respond to 

Council consultations and/or initiate activities. We also regularly encourage our 

Members to get involved in these consultations. 

 

The Society is an active participant in bimonthly meetings of the Residents’ 

Association Forum, alongside other  residents’ organisations, civic and amenity 

societies within the Borough many of which, like WCGS, are members of the 

informal grouping G15+. We work with fellow G15+ members on issues of mutual 

concern. We attend meetings of the Chiswick Area Forum and also participate in 

specific-issue groups such as the Gunnersbury Station Action Team (GSAT) and 

the Lionel Road Liaison Group (LRLG) concerning the Brentford  Football 

Stadium. 

 

 Our Management Committee scrutinises the Council’s list of new planning 

applications and its Pending Decision List week by week and takes action, 

submitting comments etc. on relevant items. We work with the Council’s planning 

officers, other interested bodies, residents and amenity groups and, when possible, 

with the developers themselves. The Society is also represented at various meetings 

of the Hounslow Planning Committee, Inspector’s Inquiries, etc. when matters 

affecting our Members’ interests are being decided. 

 

Because our part of the borough is particularly attractive to developers, the Society 

is kept busy representing residents’ interests in a continual stream of major 

development applications.  Nevertheless, the Society is also active in promoting the 
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more positive aspects of life on our patch, such as a sense of place and history and 

in improving those amenities which make life here more enjoyable.  

    

3. Planning Issues 

 We keep an eye on relatively small developments such as house extensions including 

basements, shop fronts etc. and respond on those which would have a negative impact 

on our Conservation Areas or on residents’ quality of life. In addition there are always 

a number of very large developments which could have a profound effect on all our 

lives.           

 

Major planning issues of this type we have been addressing during the year are: 

 

 Brentford Football Stadium 

Construction of the stadium and the first phase of its associated residential tower blocks 

is well under way. Consequently, the Society’s attention has focussed on the changes 

proposed to the original plans for phase 2 (Capital Court).  We are also concerned about 

the issues of access, traffic and crowd control. The Society continues to take part in the 

Lionel Road Liaison Group in which all the interested parties meet to discuss the 

progress of the project. 

 

Towards the end of the year, there was an exhibition of the residential development of 

the Duffy site, the final phase in the stadium complex.   Some of our Members attended 

the exhibition. An application is expected to be submitted in the near future. 

 

 The Chiswick Curve 
The Society spent a considerable amount of time and energy on combatting the erection 

of a 32-storey sky-scraper at Chiswick roundabout (the so-called “Chiswick Curve”). 

Although this project was refused by Hounslow Council in January 2017, the developer 

appealed against the decision. A public inquiry was held in June and July which 

Members of the Society attended. Our Chairman gave evidence supporting the 

Council’s decision and participated throughout the Inquiry. The Closing Statements 

distilled the four weeks of evidence, cross-examination and re-examination of the 

Inquiry and summed up the positions of the Rule 6 parties – Historic England, the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew and the Kew Society, of the Council and that of the Appellant, 

Starbones. While the Society was not a Rule 6 Party, our Chairman was allowed to 

make some closing remarks. The Inspector’s report was submitted to the Secretary of 

State in December and the latter’s decision is expected early in 2019. 

 

 1-4 Capital Interchange Way 

The application for a new bus garage and 550 residential units in three buildings of 18, 

19 and 20 storeys was refused by Hounslow Council in December, 2017. An application 

was  made in October for an entirely new mixed-use scheme including 420 residential 

units but with no bus garage. The Society will be submitting comments. 

  

 Capital Interchange Way; L&Q Citroen site 
 After Hounslow Council indicated their intention to refuse the application for this 

mixed-use scheme including over 400 residential units, it was called in to be 

determined by the Mayor of London/Greater London Authority. The Mayor of 

London approved the application in November but it is now with the Secretary of 

State. 
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Planning policy issues on which the Society has been active include: 

 

 Local Plan Review: Great West Corridor (GWC) and Brentford East 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 

 As a result of delays in progressing the review no further public consultation has taken 

place. However, a drop-in session for GWC plan discussion is now scheduled for 

January 2019 with the final formal public consultation expected in the Spring or 

Summer. We learned that the Brentford East SPD, which had been intended to provide 

interim guidance and had been expected to be adopted by the Council in 2018, was no 

longer being taken forward but that elements of the SPD would be incorporated into the 

Local Plan Partial Review for the Great West Corridor. 

 

4. Heritage 

 Conservation Areas The appraisals for all of Hounslow’s conservation areas are 

currently being reviewed and updated. The Society is participating to this review. The 

updated appraisals for Thorney Hedge CA and Wellesley Road CA to which the Society 

contributed were adopted by the Cabinet in October 2018 and will be made available 

on the Council’s website. That for Turnham Green is yet to be reviewed. 

 

 Locally Listed Buildings The Council is in the process of updating its Local List and 

invited us to nominate buildings and other structures in our area that we consider worthy 

of local listing.  A group of members of the Society came together as a “heritage team” 

and worked on nominations for buildings both within West Chiswick and Gunnersbury 

and within the wider Chiswick area. We submitted 20 nominations for West Chiswick 

and Gunnersbury and 8 for Central Chiswick and we endorsed 12 nominations 

submitted by others. Some of our chosen buildings were the focus of our heritage walk 

in May and of short talks by members of the heritage team at our meeting in July. Our 

thanks are due to all those who took part in these important and rewarding activities. 

 

5. Street Environment 

 

 Green Up Gunnersbury Campaign 

The Society is running a campaign to encourage residents and businesses to take pride 

in their neighbourhood and become more actively involved in making Gunnersbury a 

greener, healthier place to live and work. A campaign leaflet has been produced which 

can be downloaded from the Society’s website.   The campaign covers the following 

aspects:  

 Persuading residents to green up their front gardens with planting, window boxes 

etc. and where possible to make their drives and forecourts more permeable to 

water, thus decreasing rainwater run-off. 

 Encouraging local businesses to green-up their frontages. 

 Working with the Council. Hounslow Highways and other organisations on 

greening and improvement of the public realm, e.g. trees and street planters. 

 Members are invited to put forward ideas for greening up our neighbourhood. 

 

6.         Gunnersbury Station 

The Society continued to campaign for the improvement of the station including at 

meetings of Gunnersbury Station Action Team. We expressed our concern that the  
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much delayed work to declutter the platform (moving the waiting room etc) had still 

not been carried out by TfL/Network Rail. The serious problem of overcrowding, 

especially during morning peak is still our major concern. We hope that   use of the 

completed footbridge providing easier access from the business park to Chiswick Park 

station will take some of the pressure off Gunnersbury station.  

 

7,         Data Protection 

In accordance with government legislation, the Society introduced a Data Protection 

Policy which effectively guarantees Members that their data will not be passed on to 

any other organisation whatsoever. Details are posted on our website. 

 

8. Social Activities 

Following on from the success of last year’s informal evening at the Gunnersbury pub, 

we organised an informal heritage walk followed by drinks  at the Pilot pub in May. 

This turned out to be a interesting and lively occasion.  Notice will be given of 

forthcoming events of this kind.   

 

9.. Society Officers and Management Committee 

The Honorary Officers elected at the Annual General Meeting on 5th February, 2018 

were: 

  Chairman  Marie Rabouhans (Silver Crescent) 

  Vice Chairman Adam O’Neill  (Cambridge Road North) 

  Treasurer  Charlotte Aldridge (Thorney Hedge Road)

  Secretary  Don Osborne  (Arlington Gardens) 

 

The following Members were elected or re-elected to the Management Committee: 

Robert Hare                            (Grosvenor Road) 

Veronica Hunt-Lewis  (Grosvenor Road)  

   Anna Rumian   (Sutton Lane North) 

Sarah Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

Terry Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

 

During the year, Catherine (Kate) Vicic was co-opted onto the committee and may 

stand for election at the next AGM. 

 

All of the current Honorary Officers and Management Committee Members, except for 

Veronica Hunt-Lewis, will offer themselves for re-election at the AGM on February 

4th, 2019. 

    

Any Member who would like more information about serving on the committee 

should approach the Secretary.  We are especially eager to bring younger people 

onto the Committee. 

 

10.. Website 

Robert Hare continued to develop the website.  The Street Environment section has 

been expanded and updated to provide news of our Green Up Gunnersbury campaign. 

We urge Members to make regular use of this informative and interesting facility: 

http://www.westchiswickgs.org.uk  

 

11. Membership 
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Membership now stands at 120 paid-up Members.  It is time for one of our periodic 

membership drives.  

 

12. Treasurer’s report 

The Society continues to be solvent and subscription income was up on the previous 

year’s (£650.00). Donations have more than doubled this year and we are very grateful 

to all those who continue to support the Society and its work. Costs such as venue hire 

have remaine unchanged since last year’s increase in rates; others are campaign 

specific,such as our campaign opposing the Chiswick Curve and  publicity towards the 

Green up Gunnersbury campaign.  

 

   Treasurer’s Annual Statement for 2018 

    As at 31st December , 2018 

 

 DAY-TO-DAY ACCOUNT 

 Opening balance ( brought forward from 2017:   £1191.41 

 INCOME 

 Membership subscriptions     815.00 

 Donations from members     235.00 

 Total Income     1040.00 

 

 EXPENDITURE 

 Venue Hire       272.00  

 Refreshments ( 2 main meetings)      95.42 

 Printing         57.50 

 Postage         56.00 

 Website       262.00 

 Subscriptions ( HACAN, London Forum)     63.00 

 London Parks and Gardens Trust (2017)     50.00 

 Total Expenditure      855.92 

 Closing Balance ( carried forward to 2019):   £1375.49 

Note: One outstanding payment not yet debited from a/c 

 Venue Hire Oct and Dec  £72. 

 

CAMPAIGNS AND CONSERVATION ACCOUNT 

Opening balance ( brought forward from 2017):   £449.25 

INCOME 

Members’ campaign donations   90.00 

Total income      90.00 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Printing (Chiswick Curve flyers)   60.00 

Badges (No Chiswick Curve)    52.50 

Air Quality Brentford      50.00 

Total Expenditure     162.50 

Closing Balance (carried forward to 2019)    £286.75 

 

Note: one outstanding payment not yet debited from a/c 

Printing of Green up Gunnersbury leaflet  35.00 
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NOTE ON AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 
The accounts kept by the Treasurer are reconciled against monthly statements issued by the 

Society’s banker, HSBC, together with other relevant records.  The Society’s constitution 

requires that the financial records and the Treasurer’s Annual Statement be examined by 2 

Members of the Society who shall provide signed statements that they are satisfied as to their 

accuracy. We are grateful to WCGS members Richard Vinter and Chris Jenks for carrying out 

this duty. 

 

Charlotte Aldridge, Honorary Treasurer          January 2019 
 

  Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for 2019 are due by the AGM on February 4th 2019. 

 

The subs are being held again this year at £10 per annum (£5 for concessions, i.e. over-

65’s and the unwaged). 

 

 Cheques to West Chiswick & Gunnersbury Society (or WCGS) either at the AGM or 

by post to the Secretary.  Cash will also be accepted. 

 

Subs can also be paid by Standing Order.  Our bank is HSBC Sort Code 40-02-13  

Account No. 51399306  The West Chiswick & Gunnersbury Society 

 

To pay during February each year. 

 

Please give your name as the Reference. 

 

However you decide to pay, please fill in the Membership Application Form.  This 

helps us keep track of Members’ contact details.  

 

On several occasions during the year, the Management Committee invited Members to 

respond to consultations which required individual responses rather than joint ones 

through the Society.  Our thanks are due to all Members for their interest and support. 

 

 

 

 

    The Secretary WCGS 

18 Arlington Gardens 

London W4 4EY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


