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THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

 

Residents Meeting – 21st November, 2016 

 

Held at Age UK Hall, Oxford Road North at 7.30pm 

 

MINUTES 

 
In Attendance:   Marie Rabouhans (Chairman) 

   Adam O’Neill  (Vice Chairman) 

   Charlotte Aldridge (Treasurer) 

   Don Osborne  (Secretary) 

   Robert Hare   (Management Committee) 

Terry Thorn  (Management Committee) 

Sarah Thorn   (Management Committee) 

 

Together with 33 other Members and residents. 

 

  

1. Welcome and Apologies 

The Chairman welcomed the Members and other residents to this public meeting.  Apologies 

had been received. from Anna Rumian, Nic Atkinson, Ruth Mayorcas, Felicity Proctor, 

Daphne Strachan and Margot Crowther. 

 

2. Guest Speaker 

Christine Diwell, a Hounslow Heritage Guide and Secretary of the Isleworth Society, gave an 

illustrated talk on “Armchair Visits to Chiswick & Brentford”.  This was warmly received by 

the audience.  Christine stayed for the rest of the meeting. 

 

3. Minutes 

The Minutes of the previous public meeting on 4th July, 2016 were accepted as a true record 

and signed by the Chairman. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

Crossovers:  The Council’s revised crossover policy is now adopted.  Unfortunately, it did 

not rule out permitting new crossovers within CPZs, despite the requests from several resident 

groups that it should do so.  With respect to Conservation Areas, recent cases were noted 

where planning permission had been refused on grounds of harm to the CA. It was noted that 

unauthorised crossovers (i.e. those without dropped kerbs) should be reported to the Council 

so that appropriate action could be taken. 

  

5. Update and Discussion on Current Planning, Development and Infrastructure Issues  

 

 Brentford Football Stadium: The application for ground sharing by London 
Irish Rugby Club was discussed. This will approximately double the number of 

match days at the stadium, so that there will be a match virtually every weekend 

during the season from August to May. The Society will express its concerns as to 

this significant increase in disturbance on the quality of life of local residents.  We 

do not yet know what impact the stadium will have on local businesses and visitor 

venues.  While some may benefit, some may lose out if customers and visitors are 
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put off by pedestrian, public transport and traffic congestion.  We would like the 

Council to wait until there is real experience of the stadium operating before 

deciding on the ground sharing application.  The stadium is expected to be open 

for the 2019/20 football season.  

 Chiswick Roundabout:   

When at the public meeting in April our MP, Ruth Cadbury, said that proposals 

for the Chiswick Curve scheme had been “put on hold”.  Steve Curran, Leader of 

Hounslow Council, confirmed that his officers were engaged in detailed 

discussion of the scheme with its promoters. We expected that such discussion 

would lead to major modifications to the proposals in light of the significance and 

volume of objections received on the application. Now, however, the tower 

project has re-emerged with an amended application only slightly different from 

the original 32-storey version. 

 

We shall be responding to the Planning Department that this is wholly 

unacceptable. In commenting on the amended application, we shall emphasise that 

all our objections of substance submitted in February still stand and we will also 

address any issues arising from the amended designs. In addition, we shall raise 

this application with the Mayor of London, with emphasis on the air pollution 

problem. 

  
 Capital Interchange Way:   A new application is expected. [Post-meeting note: An 

application has now been submitted to Hounslow Council for a bus garage and 

550 residential units in three buildings of 18, 19 and 20 storeys, together with 

commercial uses. The application planning reference is 01508/1-4/P6 and 

01508/1-4/AD1 for the advertisements. We are preparing a Society response and 

urge Members to submit their own comments.]  
 

 Local Plan – Great West Corridor:  Specific policy for the corridor is not yet in place 

and the preparation/consultation process is behind schedule.  Consequently, developers 

are regarding this is an “open season” and are coming out with their own proposals for 

large-scale development in this area.  Applications for such developments, once 

submitted, have to be considered by the Council. The Chairman said that it is essential 

that any such applications are assessed against the current planning framework, including 

the Local Plan, as adopted in October 2015. 

 
 Gunnersbury Station/Chiswick Business Park:  It was now nearly a year since the 

Planning Committee had once more approved the footbridge linking the Chiswick 

Business Park to Chiswick Park station. Despite the recognised urgent need for this 

footbridge now that occupation of Building 7 was underway, the Legal Agreement needed 

to allow work to begin had still not been signed.  

     TfL intend to enlarge the west-bound bus stop to accommodate more people waiting 

there.  There is also consideration of moving the bus stop on the north side of the High 

Road. It may be possible to move the stop to the east of the junction with the business 

park entrance.  This would avoid some of the congestion opposite the station and allow 

the 27 bus eastbound to stop there, making that service more useful for workers at the 

Chiswick High Road of the business park as well as local people. There would then be 

need for only one drop-off stop for the 27 shortly after it enters the park. 

 
It was reported in July that TfL had agreed to install a countdown indicator at the main 

pedestrian crossing to improve control of the crowds crossing to and from the business 

park. This is apparently still held up by linkage to the unresolved issues between TfLand 

park management concerning the 27 bus stops.  
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The above issues had been raised by the Chairman when she met recently with Graham 

White, the CEO of Enjoy Work, and with Helen Eyley, the new member of their team 

responsible for community liaison.  

 

The timetable for closure of the ticket office was not known; no new ticket machines had 

been installed. 

 

6.  Transport Issues 

Wellesley Road Transport Survey:  Many of the members present indicated that they 

had completed the survey. The Chairman encouraged any who had not to do so and noted 

that the Council is asking residents to re-submit any responses to the consultation 

submitted before 8 November, because these have not been recorded owing to a technical 

error. The survey is open for comments on the Council website until the 18th December. 

During discussion, various other means to tackle rat-running were mooted such as 

restrictions applying during peak times only or only allowing permit-holders. The 

practicality of such schemes was questionable. It was also suggested that through traffic 

barred from Wellesley Road and Stile Hall Gardens might divert to other roads such as 

Thames Road. It was generally recognised that none of the options would be without 

some inconvenience for vehicle journeys by local residents. However, the preliminary 

exercise had shown that over 70% of locals agreed that there was too much non-local 

traffic on Wellesley road; doing nothing was not an option. 

 

 

7. Society Website:  Robert Hare said the Society’s new website is nearing readiness to go 

operational.  He will give a demonstration of the uses of the website at the next meeting. 

 

8.         Any Other Business:   

Basements; A discussion of an application for a basement revealed that many of the aspects 

of basement construction of concern to residents in neighbouring properties (such as soil 

stability and foundations) were not aspects covered by planning policy.  While some of the 

impacts on neighbours might be dealt with by means of Planning Conditions, others were 

matters for Building Control and/or Party Wall agreements. Members faced with basement 

applications in a neighbouring property were strongly advised to seek professional advice 

with respect to these issues. The Chairman indicated that LB Hounslow’s Local Plan made 

reference to the future preparation of planning guidance on basements in the form of a 

Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 

 

Meanwhile, some idea of the issues that might be covered could be found in the 

updated SPD produced in April 2016 by LB Kensington and Chelsea. A note on 

basements would be provided on the Society’s website. 
 

7. Next Meetings  
 

Annual  General  Meeting Monday 6th  February, 2017  

 

  

 Signed by the Chairman: 

 

 

 

----------- --------------------------------  Date:----------------------------------- 


