
Chiswick Curve: Public Meeting – 27th April 2016 

Don’t be left behind the Curve 

Last night the packed church of St Michael & All Angels Church in Chiswick learned from 

Ruth Cadbury MP that the 32 storey “Chiswick Curve” scheme had been “put on hold”.  

Steve Curran, Leader of Hounslow Council, confirmed that his officers were engaged in 

detailed discussion of the scheme with its promoters. As a gateway to the “Golden Mile” the 

site needed to be considered within the context of the current review of the Great West 

Corridor. This was at an early stage and there was a long way to go. Ruth Cadbury suggested 

that a residential skyscraper on this small and inaccessible site was the most amazing 

overdevelopment. However, if combined with the adjacent B&Q site, a more acceptable and 

sustainable low level development might be achieved. Peter Eversden of the London Forum, 

chairing the meeting, emphasised that the many objections to the proposals for the “Chiswick 

Curve” were based on the proposed development’s lack of compliance with the policies of 

Hounslow’s Local Plan, the London Plan and the NPPF. 

The meeting also heard from Barbara Weiss of the Skyline Campaign that high residential 

densities and better communities could result from human-scale projects rather than 

skyscrapers.  Barbara suggested that the uncontrolled proliferation of very tall buildings was 

“all about the money”. The Mayor had encouraged foreign investors and cash-strapped 

councils, desperate for funds, allowed developers to build very tall in conflict with their own 

planning policies. There was a lack of transparency. The tide must change – we needed to 

take back control of London. The new Mayor needed to establish a London Master Plan. 

Andrea Lee of Client Earth spoke about the public health dangers of air pollution especially 

for London It was recognised the Chiswick Curve roundabout site and the M4/A4 corridor 

are amongst the most polluted locations in London. Because it was an invisible issue, 

politicians had been let off the hook. Road traffic, especially diesel, was the major source of 

pollution. Government at all levels, including the new Mayor and councils must be 

challenged to meet the legal limits. 

Speaking as an adviser to the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, architect Keith Garner warned of 

the potential damage from the skyscraper proposal to the UNESCO World Heritage status of 

Kew Gardens – and to nearby Historic buildings, the Arcadian Thames and Conservation 

Areas. Marie Rabouhans of the West Chiswick & Gunnersbury Society highlighted the lack 

of infrastructure (schools, medical, public transport etc) proposals within the borough to 

support the Council’s piecemeal “cart before the horse” approach. The inadequacy of 

Gunnersbury station for current demand demonstrated the dangers of this approach. Denis 

Browne of the Brentford Community Council emphasised that there were many other sites in 

the pipeline and urged everyone to write to the Council and the new Mayor of London with 

their views.  
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