
 
 

        

THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

www.westchiswick.org.uk 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, 8th February, 2016 

 

Held at Age UK Hall, Oxford Road North, Chiswick W4 

7.30pm 

 

MINUTES (for adoption at 2017 AGM) 

 

In Attendance:  Marie Rabouhans  Chairman 

    Adam O’Neill   Vice Chairman 

    Don Osborne   Secretary 

    Gerald Smith   Treasurer 

    Anna Rumian   Management Committee 

         

Together with 40 other Members 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Marie Rabouhans from the Chair welcomed Members of the Society.  Apologies were 

received from Richard Hoskyns, Terry Thorn, Sarah Thorn and Robert Hare. 

2. Minutes 

The Minutes of the previous AGM on 9th February, 2015 were accepted as a true record 

and adopted. 

 

The Minutes of the public meeting of the Society on 9th November, 2015 were also 

approved as a true record. 

 

3. Matters Arising.  

No matters arising not elsewhere on the Agenda. 

 

4. Annual Report and Accounts 

The Report and audited Accounts for 2015 were adopted, with a vote of thanks to the 

Secretary and the Treasurer. The Chairman thanked Lise Madsen and Chris Great for 

auditing the accounts. 

 

5. Matters Arising 

 Gunnersbury Station: The meeting was strongly of the opinion that the ticket 

office should remain open.  

 Hounslow Highways:  There were comments that HH remains remote and 

uncommunicative. 

 

         6.   Election of Honorary Officers 

Three of the Honorary Officers having declared themselves willing to stand for re-

election and there being no other nominations, their joint re-election was put to a vote 

of the Members present. 



 
 

 

These three Honorary Officers were re-elected unopposed as follows: 

 

Chairman  Marie Rabouhans (Silver Crescent) 

Vice Chairman Adam O’Neill  (Cambridge Road North) 

Secretary  Don Osborne  (Arlington Gardens) 

 

Gerald Smith, having resigned as Hon. Treasurer, there was a vacancy.  Another long-

standing Member, Charlotte Aldridge, had offered to stand for election as Hon. 

Treasurer and was elected on a show of hands, nem con. 

 

The Chairman thanked Gerald for his work for the Society and welcomed Charlotte as 

our new Hon Treasurer 

 

7. Management Committee 

Chris Jenks resigned from the committee in November, 2015 and Richard Hoskyns 

resigned in January, 2016. All of the remaining members of the Management 

Committee having indicated their willingness to stand for re-election, they were put 

jointly to a vote of the Members present. 

 

The following Members were re-elected unopposed to the Management Committee: 

 

  Nic Atkinson   (Wellesley Road 

  Anna Rumian   (Sutton Lane North) 

  Sally Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

  Robert Hare   (Grosvenor Road) 

  Terry Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

 

There are now several vacancies on the committee.  Anyone who would like to serve 

should approach the Secretary.   

 

8. Age Concern Hall 

The Chairman said the Management Committee had discussed the matter of asking 

Hounslow Council to declare the hall an Asset of Community Value.  This was a 

precautionary measure that would provide time to consider options should any future 

redevelopment plans be proposed for the site. 

 

Signatures were collected from Members present who are on the Electoral Roll for this 

borough to support an application for such a declaration by the Council. At least 21 

signatures were collected and Gerald Smith will make the application. 

 

   

9.  Response to Development Plans 

 

 Skyscraper at Chiswick Roundabout (aka Chiswick Curve) 

Members of the Society have been encouraged to respond to the Council’s 

Consultation process and many of them have already done so. The failure of 

Hounslow Council to publish comments (in support or objection) on planning 

applications on the website alongside the applicant’s proposals on the LBH 



 
 

website was recognised as a serious democratic deficit. Efforts were being made 

to address this problem. 

 

 

Marie was finalising a document stating the Society’s collective response. 

We would direct our criticisms to the serious issues raised by the application, 

namely the poor situation for residential development because of air pollution, 

traffic congestion and lack of amenity space and the significant negative impact 

on the many surrounding heritage assets, including several Conservation Areas 

and on residential communities 

 

It was proposed that we should write to the leading candidates for the Mayoral 

election, asking for their support on this specific application, and on the general 

principle of not permitting residential development in areas of high air pollution. 

 

This raised a question from the floor asking why there are no air quality data for 

the Roundabout.   Some of our Members have looked at the reports produced by 

the Council and discovered that it does not cover the most dangerous small 

particulates.  The Council’s pollution map does show, however, that the Great 

West Corridor and the Chiswick roundabout are pollution hot spots. 

 

The Chairman suggested that Terry Thorn, Isabel Smith and Ruth Mayorcas could 

form a working party to study the pollution question. 

. 

We should consider organising a protest march in collaboration with other 

residents and amenity groups before the application is presented to the Planning 

Committee. The time frame for this application was not yet known but it was 

noted that the next PC meetings were scheduled for 10th March or 14th April. 

 

 Advertising Signs at Chiswick Roundabout 

It was noted that the Society’s comments on the building would include objections 

to the four very large LED-illuminated advertising screens proposed on the flanks 

of the first five storeys of the Chiswick Curve building (these media screens were 

also subject of a separate application).  

 

The Society is strongly opposed to the proliferation of advertising, especially 

where it affects residential areas and heritage assets. .  These particular ones would 

inflict gross damage to the visual environment in the vicinity of the Roundabout, 

by light pollution and by creating a “Piccadilly Circus” advertising scenario. 

Moreover, their size, position, orientation and brightness would mean that this 

negative impact would be experienced over a wide area. 

 

 Great West Corridor Issues Consultation 

The Council’s website has a consultation questionnaire which we are urging our 

Members to visit and respond to There was no need to answer all the questions 

but it was important that people responded to record their interest in the review. 

This is the first stage of a “Partial Review” of the Local Plan.  It was pointed out 

that the Inspector who had examined the Local Plan had called for this review 

'to settle locally controversial issues such as the provision of adequate transport 

and other infrastructure, suitable locations for taller buildings, and the area's 

suitability or otherwise for large scale residential development.’ There was a 

discussion of several aspects of the review. 



 
 

 It was agreed that the Secretary would circulate to Members the links to the 

questionnaire and suggest some possible ways to respond to the 10 issues raised 

in it.  In particular, we think the Great West Corridor should end at the 

Roundabout.  Members also pointed out that the original Golden Mile was entirely 

commercial, not residential.  The present situation is even more unfavourable for 

housing, because of the poor air quality, noise of vehicles and aircraft and poor 

public transport along the old A4. [Note: Unfortunately, this did not happen but 

we hope that the discussion during the meeting encouraged Members to respond 

by the deadline of 22 February. The Chairman has submitted a comprehensive 

response.] 

 

10.    Any Other Business 

A Member from the floor, asked if there was any advantage in establishing a 

Parish Council for Chiswick.  It was agreed we should research this possibility. 

 

11.    Next Public Meeting       

Monday, 4th July, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 


