
 
 

        

THE WEST CHISWICK & GUNNERSBURY SOCIETY 

www.westchiswickgs.org.uk 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Monday, 6th February, 2017 

 

Held at Age UK Hall, Oxford Road North, Chiswick W4 

7.30pm 

 

MINUTES 

(subject to formal adoption at AGM in 2018) 

 

In Attendance:  Marie Rabouhans  Chairman 

    Adam O’Neill   Vice Chairman 

    Don Osborne   Secretary 

    Charlotte Aldridge  Treasurer 

    Robert Hare   Webmaster 

    Anna Rumian   Management Committee 

    Nic Atkinson   Management Committee 

    Terry Thorn   Management Committee 

    Sarah Thorn   Management committee  

         

Together with 38 other Members 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Marie Rabouhans from the Chair welcomed Members of the Society.  Apologies were 

received from Felicity Proctor, Daphne Strachan and Jane Beeston. 

Minutes 

The Minutes of the previous AGM on 8th February, 2016 were accepted as a true 

record and adopted. 

 

2. The Minutes of the public meeting of the Society on 21st November, 2016 were also 

approved as a true record. 

 

3. Matters Arising.  

No matters not arising elsewhere on the Agenda. 

 

4. Annual Report and Accounts 

The Report and Accounts for 2016 were adopted, with a vote of thanks to the Secretary 

and the Treasurer. The Chairman thanked Richard Vinter and Chris Jenks for their 

independent examination of the accounts. 

 

5. Matters Arising 

 Football Stadium: We are now in the position  of trying to obtain adequate 

mitigation for the impact on our environment of the construction works and crowd 

control at the stadium.  It was noted that the London Irish Rugby Club has applied 

to share the stadium with Brentford Football Club. While we can understand the 



 
 

football club’s economic argument for this, we are concerned that it will double 

the number of match days at the stadium.  The Society’s position is that it would 

be advisable to wait until the stadium is operational and the real impacts assessed 

before allowing increased use.. [Post meeting note: Approval for ground-sharing with 

London Irish Rugby Club was given by Planning Committee in February 2017.] 
  

 Gunnersbury Station:   Although it was understood that the steel required for the 

construction of the footbridge, approved in December 2015, had been ordered, the 

legal agreement between the parties involved was still pending. Consequently, the 

matter enters into its fifteenth year without resolution. The footbridge will give 

easier access from the Business Park to Chiswick Park Station and take some of 

the pressure off Gunnersbury Station. 
 

  As a general point, Ruth Mayorcas said that replacement buses should be provided 

on all occasions when the station is closed. 
 

 Empire House:  Development activity at the Empire House site appears to have 

ceased.  It is believed that Sainsburys have entered into discussions with the 

developers with a view to creating a much bigger development covering the whole 

of the Sainsburys/Empire House acreage. We are seeking clarification. 
 

 Chiswick Curve:  It was noted that the LBH Planning Committee unanimously 

refused consent for the massive skyscraper at Chiswick Roundabout.  We are 

waiting to see what will happen next.  

 

 Wellesley Road and Stile Hall Gardens:  The draft proposals put out for further 

consultation by Hounslow Council have aroused controversy.  Not everyone is 

happy with the proposal to close the exits from these two roads onto the High Road 

before Kew Bridge. On the other hand, the congestion and air pollution there is so 

bad that doing nothing is not an option.  Further consideration by Traffic and 

Transport officers and the Chiswick Area Forum has been deferred for the results 

of further modelling of traffic flows. being carried out by Transport for London. 
 

 There was great concern about air pollution generally in our part of the borough. 
 

         6.   Election of Honorary Officers 

The four Honorary Officers having declared themselves willing to stand for re-election 

and there being no other nominations, their joint re-election was put to a vote of the 

Members present. 

 

These four Honorary Officers were re-elected unopposed as follows: 

 

Chairman  Marie Rabouhans (Silver Crescent) 

Vice Chairman Adam O’Neill  (Cambridge Road North) 

Secretary  Don Osborne  (Arlington Gardens) 

Treasurer  Charlotte Aldridge (Thorney Hedge Road) 

 

.Management Committee 

All of the members of the Management Committee having indicated their willingness 

to stand for re-election, they were put jointly to a vote of the Members present. 

 

The following Members were re-elected unopposed to the Management Committee: 



 
 

 

  Nic Atkinson   (Wellesley Road 

  Anna Rumian   (Sutton Lane North) 

  Sally Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

  Robert Hare   (Grosvenor Road) 

  Terry Thorn   (Thorney Hedge Road) 

 

The Chairman said there are now several vacancies on the committee.  Anyone who 

would like to serve should approach the Secretary. After the meeting, Veronica Hunt-

Lewis, a long-standing Member of the Society, indicated she is willing to serve on the 

committee. She will be co-opted at a later meeting and will stand for election at the next 

AGM. A new member, Bud Murrayweather also expressed an interest and will be 

invited to attend a committee meeting.   

 

7.  Development & Planning Policy 

 

 Capital Interchange Way 

There was a lively discussion about the proposed developments on this site behind 

the Fountains Leisure Centre.  John Aldridge from the floor suggested that the 

residential tower blocks are not “wacky “as described in our Annual Report, but 

imaginative modern designs. The Chairman drew attention to the impact they 

would have on the surrounding heritage assets.  The discussion then centred on 

the sheer size of the development, the absence of affordable housing, no provision 

for infrastructure and the wisdom of placing more high-density residential 

buildings in this location and with a  bus depot underneath.  It was agreed that  the 

Council’s planners should take a holistic approach to the totality of all the 

developments in this vicinity, including the football stadium tower blocks. In 

effect, nearly two thousand residential units would be crammed into a small space,   

subject to high levels of air and noise pollution.   

 

 Great West Corridor 

 As noted in the Annual Report the Partial Review of the Local Plan is seriously 

behind schedule.  We are trying to get more information about the next consultation 

stage.  Meanwhile, developers should not be allowed to think they can promote 

schemes based on possible future policies. Assessment of current applications, such 

as that for Capital Interchange Way, needs to be made against the existing policies 

of the currently adopted Local Plan. 

 

8. Website 

Robert Hare gave an illustrated exposition of the Society’s new website which was 

warmly received by the Members.  

 

9. Any Other Business 

 There was a discussion of the possibility of a Society initiative to raise awareness 

of the importance of front gardens and forecourts to the general appearance of our 

streets. 

 

 There is an ongoing consultation about the Hounslow Youth Service Review. This 

closes on March 6th.  Members are urged to respond by making their comments 

via the Council’s website.  

 

 



 
 

 

11.  Next Public Meeting       

Monday, 3rd  July, 2017 

 

 

Signed by the Chairman:  Date: 

 

 


